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Statement by the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

27th Session of the Universal Periodic Review

Review of the United Kingdom – 04 May 2017 

Mr. President,

Sri Lanka welcomes the delegation of the United Kingdom and expresses appreciation  for  the comprehensive national report and presentation this morning. We recognize the progressive steps by the Government of the UK in following up on the  commitments undertaken at the second UPR.

We note with particular interest the proactive measures by the Government to protect Human Rights in its efforts in countering terrorism at a time when our own country Sri Lanka, is taking steps towards this end. In this context, we would appreciate if the delegation of the UK could elaborate on the challenges encountered in implementing counter-terrorism measures especially in the context of new and emerging transnational threats and extremism, while taking  steps to comply with international human rights standards and obligations. 

We commend the standards of the National Health Service of the UK Government, and recommend the further strengthening of the its ‘Equality Act’, in particular, to provide better health services to groups in vulnerable situations including migrants. Sri Lanka also recommends that the UK accedes to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
Finally, we wish the United Kingdom success in its UPR engagement.

Thank you.

